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Message from the Chair 
 

The Committee of Western Australian Youth Strings (WAYS) has the pleasure of inviting 
you to consider joining our wonderful organisation for 2020.  WAYS has been built on 
thirty years of experience in providing ensemble opportunities for string instrument 
musicians in school years 3 to 9 and now has a strong reputation in Perth as a first class 
youth string orchestra. 

WAYS provides a friendly and inspiring musical environment for children currently 
learning violin, viola, cello or double bass looking to start out on their orchestra playing 
journey.  No musical education for string instruments is complete without ensemble 
playing and should be considered a must for all string students.  Learning to play an 
instrument can be a solitary pursuit, but playing in an orchestra gives children the 
opportunity to share the joy of music making with other musicians and often inspires a 
lifelong love of performing with other like-minded individuals.  

The WAYS orchestra is conducted by the internationally renowned Mr Ashely Arbuckle, 
OAM, who has vast experience in bringing children to musical heights.  The Junior 
WAYS (JWAYS) orchestra is conducted by Ms Sarah Clare who provides an inspiring 
entry path for children with little or no ensemble experience. 

Both JWAYS and WAYS were awarded the highest mark of “outstanding” for the WA 
Schools Junior Orchestra Festival in 2018 and 2019. 

WAYS rehearses Wednesday afternoons at the Marist Auditorium Complex, Newman 
College.  As WAYS is a not for profit community organisation not associated with any 
school, members come from all over Perth to enjoy the family oriented community 
minded environment. 

Applications are now open to join one of our orchestras.  The audition process is relaxed 
and simple, and you can sit in on one of our rehearsals prior if you would like to see the 
orchestras in action.  We invite you to contact us via email at 
secretary@wayouthstrings.org.au to find out more. 

In addition to this Prospectus, further information regarding the orchestra can also be 
found on our website www.wayouthstrings.org.au or on the WAYS Western Australian 
Youth Strings Facebook page. 

My very best wishes to our continuing members of WAYS and JWAYS, and a warm 
welcome to those seeking admission for 2020. 

 

Jason Waddell 

WAYS Chair 2019 
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Introduction 

Western Australian Youth Strings (WAYS), previously WA Primary Strings Orchestra 
(WAPSO), was established in 1990, formed out of an ensemble under the leadership of 
Gunther Frey in 1989.  In response to strong demand, a new junior orchestra (JWAYS) was 
established in 2011 to provide opportunities for increased expressions of interest from 
younger musicians.  

WAYS provides a wonderful opportunity for children, nominally between Year 3 to Year 9, 
to develop their musical talent within an accomplished strings orchestra, and provides them 
with the opportunity to experience the delight of orchestral playing with like-minded friends 
from different schools. 

WAYS strives for musical education, fellowship and fun. The orchestras have a repertoire of 
classical, jazz and contemporary music. In addition to various performance opportunities, 
members are encouraged to extend their musical experience through interaction with peers, 
and participation in development opportunities through our leadership and social program. 

WAYS is a non-profit, independent community organisation, run by parents of orchestra 
members. We love to bring the joy of music to our community and the Committee is always 
looking at expanding our performance opportunities as we move forward. 

WAYS Orchestra 

Under the Musical Directorship of internationally renowned Mr Ashley Arbuckle, OAM, 
student members are educated in the key disciplines necessary to successfully play within 
an orchestra. 

Members are generally in upper primary or early high school with selection based purely on 
musical ability. Children from other years are encouraged to apply and will be considered by 
the Musical Director and Committee. Depending on the quality of applicants, the orchestra 
may have up to 30 members.  WAYS performs several times a year in a variety of venues 
before small and large audiences 

The usual WAYS Orchestra concert schedule is as follows, but may vary year to year: 

 

Mid Year Concert - showcasing WAYS alongside JWAYS and special guests; and an 
opportunity for WAYS soloists.

WA Schools Junior Orchestra Festival – a formal performance graded by adjudicators.

Community performance – past performances have included Government House, Perth 
Children’s Hospital, Carols by Candlelight, Farmer’s Markets, Shopping Centres.

End of Year Concert – performance of WAYS achievements from the year, often with 
additional performances combined with JWAYS and guests.

Birralee Nursing Home Christmas Concert – a yearly community concert for the residents 
of Birralee.
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JWAYS Orchestra 

JWAYS is under the Musical Directorship of Ms Sarah Clare, who has considerable 
experience working with children's orchestras. Members learn about the requirements of 
playing in an orchestra and have the opportunity to play to audiences and participate in 
events organised for the WAYS community. It is an ideal prelude to joining the WAYS 
orchestra. 

The JWAYS Orchestra was launched in 2011 as a pathway into the WAYS orchestra. 
JWAYS is aimed at children generally from the lower primary years who may have only one 
or two years’ musical experience, or those who have not had the opportunity to previously 
play in an orchestral group. Most new members will spend at least 12 months in JWAYS 
before progressing to WAYS. JWAYS is generally comprised of approximately 20-30 
members. 

The following outlines the JWAYS Orchestra concert schedule: 

 

Alumni 

The WAYS Alumni was launched in 2011. The Alumni is comprised of previous WAYS 
members who gather from time to time to fill guest roles in WAYS concerts and events. 

Alumni of WAYS have gone on to play with many of Perth’s orchestras, including the WA 
Symphony Orchestra, Fremantle Symphony Orchestra, Fremantle Chamber Orchestra, 
Perth Symphony Orchestra, and Perth Chamber Orchestra. 

WAYS Director - Ashley Arbuckle, OAM  

Ashley Arbuckle has been WAYS’ Music Director since 2006, and has a great deal of 
expertise and experience to offer to the WAYS students. 

Ashley studied Music and Composition at the University of Western Australia. He graduated 
in 1964 and immediately earned a position in the West Australian Symphony Orchestra, 
playing first violin. In 1972 he was appointed Associate Concertmaster.  He was Senior 
Violin Teacher at Perth Modern School from 1972-74 and during this time taught violin, 
conducted the orchestra, organised music camps and taught class music. 

End of Term 1 Mini Concert – an informal and fun concert for family and friends to 
demonstrate first term progress and often an introduction to performing!

Mid Year Concert – showcasing JWAYS alongside WAYS and special guests. 

WA Schools Junior Orchestra Festival – a formal performance graded by adjudicators.

Community performance – past performances have included Carols by Candlelight, 
Farmer’s Markets, Shopping Centres.

End of Year Concert – performance of JWAYS achievements from the year, often with 
additional performances combined with WAYS and guests.

Menora Gardens Christmas Concert – a yearly community concert for the residents of 
Menora Gardens.
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In 1974, Ashley travelled to London, where for three years 
he held the position of the Co-leader of the Royal 
Philharmonic Orchestra, led the Sadler’s Wells Royal Ballet 
Orchestra for several seasons, and performed with the 
Royal Philharmonic, the BBC Welsh Symphony Orchestra 
and the City of London Sinfonia. In 1977 Ashley returned to 
Perth to re-join the West Australian Symphony Orchestra as 
a Co-leader and Member of the Auditions Committee. 

In 1981 he was appointed Co-Leader of the London 
Symphony Orchestra, a position he held for ten years 
before again returning to Perth to become Concertmaster to 
WASO. 1995 saw Ashley as the only Australian 
representative to be part of the World Orchestra for Peace 
at the celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the United 
Nations, handpicked by renowned conductor Sir Georg 
Solti. Ashley resumed his position as Concertmaster and 
Artistic Director of the WA Philharmonic in 2007, and in the 
same year was invited to join the Czech National Orchestra’s Australian Tour with Andrea 
Bocelli. 2009 saw them accompany the Australian Ballet in Swan Lake and their 
Anniversary Gala Concert in November 2010. 

In 2015 Ashley was recognised for his lifelong commitment to music with the award of the 
Order of Australia. 

JWAYS Director - Sarah Clare  

Sarah Clare was invited to be the inaugural Musical 
Director of the Junior WA Youth Strings as she is highly 
regarded for her experience in working with children's 
orchestras. 

Sarah completed her Bachelor of Music in 2000 at the 
University of Western Australia (First Class Honours, 
double bass performance). She continued her double 
bass studies with a scholarship to the Sydney 
Conservatorium, undertaking the Post Graduate Diploma 
of Music.  

Upon moving to Sydney, Sarah held the double bass 
position for the Sydney Symphony Fellowship programme, 
and worked regularly with the Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra, the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra and the 
Australian Opera and Ballet Orchestra. Sarah has also 
played double bass on a casual basis with the West 
Australian Symphony Orchestra for the past ten years, 
and was invited to play with the Malaysian Philharmonic in late 2011. 

Sarah is as passionate about teaching music, as she is playing.  She has a great deal of 
experience teaching piano, double bass, and taking school ensembles for rehearsals, 
tutorials and concerts. 
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Membership Commitments 

Student Commitment 

Orchestra Members are expected to commit for a full calendar year, to attend rehearsals 
punctually, to behave in a manner that reflects the opportunity they have been given, and to 
respect the rules of Newman College when on their site. 

Members are provided digital copies of music pieces for print out and practice at home and 
with their music teachers, in order to maximise the effectiveness of the weekly rehearsals. 
Members are required to perform at each of the designated orchestra performances in the 
formal WAYS uniform. 

 

 

Parent Commitment 

WAYS is reliant upon member fees, sponsorship, grants, donations and the contribution of 
time by WAYS parents. 

All committee positions are filled by parents at the start of each year.  Parents are expected 
to offer assistance when requested for the smooth running of the orchestras and the 
enjoyment of all.  Committee and Parent meetings are held on a regular basis during 
rehearsal time generally once per term. 

All families are required to assist with rehearsals on a roster basis.  Parents also fill roles in 
relation to administration, website updates, rehearsal and concert management, such as 
ticketing, marketing/sponsorship, event organisation, catering, uniform management, and 
many other tasks associated with the smooth running of WAYS. 

With the exception of fees paid to the Musical Directors, all positions are voluntary. 

  

• Wednesdays during school term, 4.30 - 6.00pm

• Every week of the four school terms

• Marist Auditorium Complex, Newman College

JWAYS 
Rehearsals

• Wednesdays during school term, 4.15 - 6.15pm

• Every week of the four school terms

• Marist Auditorium Complex, Newman College

WAYS 
Rehearsals
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Scholarship 

WAYS may offer a scholarship based on excellence and/or unusual circumstances.  The 
offer of such scholarships may be for a waiver of half or full fees for the year, at the full 
discretion of the Committee. Special consideration may be given to a special need within 
the orchestra e.g. a double bass player. Key elements of the selection of a scholarship 
holder will include, amongst many considerations, the following: 

 Excellence in musicianship; 

 Leadership qualities; and 

 Need 

Should a candidate require special consideration in regards to need, a written application 
outlining circumstances should be handed to the audition panel at the time of auditioning.  

Fees and Costs 

 

♬ A family discount of $50 per year is available for second and subsequent children 

within the same calendar year. 

 

For your contribution your child will receive approximately 40 rehearsal sessions of 1.5 – 2 
hours duration, as well as participating in the events listed previously under the direction of 
our highly skilled conductors. 

Fees are preferably paid via online transfer, as outlined on the Membership form, which is 
available upon acceptance into the orchestras. Cash payments will also be accepted, 
however, credit card facilities are not available.  

Members are also expected to purchase a uniform, which consists of a white, long-sleeved 
collared shirt, black dress pants or skirt (skirts are purchased or made to order through the 
WAYS Uniform Coordinator), black socks and black closed-in shoes. Please refer to the 
website for more information on the uniform. Bow ties and/or waistcoats are provided on the 
day of performances. 

Various other minor contributions are asked for throughout the year. They may include: 

 Catering contributions for fundraising events and concerts 

 Raffle prizes for concerts 

 General assistance at concerts and performances 

 

  

• $480 per year
• No application or audtion fee
• $250 due upon acceptance with remainder by 30 June

JWAYS

• $500 per year
• No application or audtion fee
• $250 due upon acceptance with remainder by 30 June

WAYS 
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How to Join 

Members are selected through an audition process. Placement in each orchestra is based 
primarily upon musical ability, with age and previous orchestral experience also given 
consideration.  This ensures each child is placed in the orchestra to which they are best 
suited, allowing them to develop their confidence, talent and musicianship throughout the 
orchestral year. 

The following information is provided as a guide. If you are unsure as to which orchestra 
you should apply for please contact us. 

 

 

 

 

 

Application Form 

A copy of the WAYS Application Form is attached to this Prospectus.  An electronic version, 
which can be emailed is available from our website: www.wayouthstrings.org.au 

Typically students in Years 3 - 5 
learning violin, viola, cello or 

double bass

Experienced in playing 
instrument for 1-2 years

Developing sight reading skills
Actively studying with a music 

teacher either at school or 
privately

JWAYS

Typically students in Years 5 - 9 
learning violin, viola, cello or 

double bass

2 or more years experience in 
playing instrument at Grade 2+ 

AMEB or equivalent Suzuki level 

Competent sight reading skills, 
previous experience performing 

in large ensembles

Actively studying with a music 
teacher either at school or 

privately

WAYS

Applications should be emailed to secretary@wayouthstrings.org.au 
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Auditions 

All positions are declared vacant at the end of each year and current members who wish to 
continue in 2020 need to re-apply and audition.  Existing and new members will be 
auditioned during a designated Wednesday rehearsal.  

Applicants will be emailed an audition date, time and venue as soon as they have been 
allocated. Any difficulties in meeting the audition time should be advised by return email 
indicating other preferences, and reason for change. A limited amount of flexibility is 
possible, depending on numbers and timing.  

The audition panel will be conducted by the Musical Directors and may include others. 

What to prepare for the audition: 

 

Key Dates 

 
 

  

• 5-10 minutes
• Two short contrasting pieces of their choice
• G or D major scale, or A harmonic minor scale
• Sight reading may be required

JWAYS

• 5-10 minutes
• One piece of their choice
• Any two octave scale, with a change in position
• Sight reading may be required or technical   

questions asked about the piece played

WAYS

14 October 2019 Applications Open

15 November 2019 Applications Close

18 November 2019 Audition Notification

20 November, 4 December 2019 Auditions

Mid-late December 2019 Placement Offers

17 January 2020 Acceptance Due

5 February 2020 Rehearsals Commence
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Western Australian Youth Strings 2020 Application Form 

Orchestra Preference  WAYS  JWAYS  EITHER 

Previous Member  WAYS  JWAYS  N/A 

Applicant Details: 

Surname  

First Name  

Address 
 

 Postcode   

Date of Birth   Female    Male 

Current School  

2019  Academic Year  

Medical Conditions  

Music Details: 

Instrument  Violin     Viola     Cello     Double Bass 

Years of Study  

AMEB / Suzuki Level (or estimate)  

Instrumental Teacher  

Other Ensembles/Orchestras  

Other Instruments and Grade  

Parent/Guardian Contact Details: 

 *Parent/Guardian 1 Parent/Guardian 2 

Name   

Phone Number   

Mobile Phone    

**Email Address   

*Parent/Guardian 1 is the person nominated to be the primary contact. 

**Email addresses are used for administrative purposes and may be made available to 
Members for the effective running of the orchestras and events. Email addresses are the 
primary means of correspondence. 
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Parent/Guardian Declaration 

Please read and understand the following before submitting your application.  You will need 
to accept the following declarations if your child is successful in their application: 

 

I agree to abide by the rules, regulations and policies developed by the Western 
Australian Youth Strings Executive Committee. These include those relating to 
orchestra uniform, attendance and orchestra etiquette.  The Rules of Association and 
orchestra etiquette are available to members on the website 
www.wayouthstrings.org.au. 

 

I agree to participate in the effective running of Western Australian Youth Strings. I 
understand that I will be rostered to assist with rehearsal approximately 1-2 times per 
term, and that my involvement will be requested for other tasks to ensure smooth 
running of the organisation. 

 

I authorise the Western Australian Youth Strings to use and disclose to relevant 
bodies, personal information that may be necessary for the orchestra to perform.  

 

I agree that the member’s name, photograph and image can be published in official 
programs, newsletters, DVDs and websites. Images may also be used in social media, 
including Facebook. 

 

I authorise the Western Australian Youth Strings to use the email address I have 
provided for administrative purposes.  I understand that this email address will be 
used for all correspondence.  

 

I understand that the fees are $480 JWAYS / $500 WAYS annually and upon 
acceptance $250 is due, with the remaining $230 JWAYS / $250 WAYS by the end of 
June. 

 

I would like to be part of the executive committee of WAYS. 

 

 

I understand and agree to accept this Parent/Guardian Declaration, should my child 
be successful in their application for membership. 

 

 

Signed_____________________________________________ Date _______________ 

 

 

Please email completed form to:  secretary@wayouthstrings.org.au 


